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A.  SUMriARY  OP  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  Borough  (in  acres) 2,386 

Fbpulation  - Census,  195'' •••  12,062 

Estimated  Population  - liid  1953 12,010 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Census,  I951 3,886 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  end  of  1953 ^,177 

Rat eable  V alue  ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^0 80 ,113 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate £ 320 


The  principal  Industries  carried  on  in  the  area  are  Cotton  and 
Rayon  Weaving,  Cotton  Bleaching,  Cement  Manufacture,  Chemical  Manufacture, 
Limestone  Quarrying,  Agricultural  Engineering  and  Garment  i/ianufacture 


SUl'llARY  OP  VITAL  STATISTICS 


M.  P Total 


Live  Births 

Legitimate. . . . 

103 

83 

186 

BIRTH  RiiTE  per 

1,000  of 

Illegitimate. . 

3 

2 

5 

estimated  resident 

Population. 

Total 

106 

85 

. 191 

Crude 

. 15.9 

Adjusted. . . . 

..  17.2. 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate. . . . ‘ 

•• 

3 

3 

RATE  per  1 ,000 

total 

Illegitimate. . 

- 

- 

- 

(live  and  still)  Births 

Total 

- 

3 

3 

*15 

• • • w • • • 

DEATH  R'J’E  per 

1,000  of 

Deaths  ... 

• • •••  ••• 

92 

110 

202 

est,  resident  population. 

Crude 

. 16.8 

Adjusted. . . . 

. IA.3 

Infantile 

Legitimate. . . . 

2 

2 

RATE  per  1 ,000 

lave  Births 

Mortality 

Illegitimate. . 

- 

- 

- 

(infants  under 

— 

10 

• •«•••  ft 

1 year) 

Total 

- 

2 

0 

Neo -Natal 

Legitiiuate. . , . 

2 

2 

RATE  per  1 , 000 

Live  Births 

-.-iortalit3’- 

Illegitimate. . 

- 

- 

1 0 

Infants  under 

* u 

A weeks) 

Total 

2 

2 

pAtemal 

Mortality 


Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  etc, 
MORTALITY  RATE  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  Births 


Nil 


Nil 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  LIVE  BIRTHS  registered  during  the  year  vras  I9I,  giving 
an  adjusted  BIRTH  R/JE  of  17.2  per  1,000  population. 


The  trend  of  this  Rate  over  the  past  ten  years,  in  comparison  •with  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales,  is  shov/n  in  the  following  Table 
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Year 

Clitheroe 

England  & V/ales 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Number  of  Births 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  , ' 

M. 

P. 

Total 

I9^v4 

110 

98 

208 

1-8.  8 

17.6 

1945 

74 

75 

149 

13.8 

16.1 

1946 

87 

91 

178 

16.2  • 

19.1 

19^7 

124 

116 

240 

21.9 

20.3 

1948 

108 

103 

211 

17.7 

17.9 

1949 

115 

■ 113 

228 

18.6 

16.7 

1950 

121 

113 

234 

20.4 

1 5. 8 

1951 

80 

79 

159 

14.4 

15.5 

1952 

88 

73 

161 

14.5 

15.3 

1953 

106 

85 

191 

17.2 

15.5 

STILLBIRTHS 

The  Table  given  below  sets  out  details  relating  to  Still 
-births  for  the  jpast  ten  years 


Number  of 
Stillbirths 

Rate  per  1000 
(live  <fc  still) 
Births 

Rate  per  1000  population 

Year 

Leg. 

111. 

Total 

Clitheixse 

England  and 
r/ales 

1944 

5 

5 

23 

0.63 

0.50 

1945 

3 

- 

3 

19 

0.28 

0.46 

1946 

6 

3 

9 

48 

0.82 

0.53 

1947 

6 

- 

6 

24 

0.55 

0.50 

1948 

10 

- 

10 

45 

0.84 

0.42 

1949 

2 

- 

2 

9 

0.16 

0.39 

1950 

8 

- 

8 

33 

0. 64 

0.37 

1951 

7 

- 

7 

42 

0.58 

0.36 

1952 

4 

- 

4 

24 

0.33 

0.35 

1953 

3 

- 

3 

15 

0.25 

0.35 

DEATHS 

The  number  of  Deaths  of  Clitheroe  residents  which  occurred 
during  the  year  was  202,  representing  an  adjusted  DE/iTK  RATE  of  lA.  3 
per  1 , 000  of  the  population. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  Borou^  for  the  past  ten  years  is 
shown  below  in  comparison  mth  the  rate  for  England  and  i?ales 


Year 

Clitheroe 

England  & V/ales 
Kate  per  1 ,000 

Total  Deaths 

•;  Rate  per  1,000 

1944 

145 

1 13.1 

11.6 

1945 

167 

i 15.4 

11.4 

1946 

159 

I 14.5 

11.5 

1947 

156 

; 14.2 

12.0 

1948 

179 

i 15.0 

10.8 

1949 

180 

i 14.7 

11.7 

1950 

183 

I 12.6 

11.6 

1951 

184 

i 13.0 

12.5 

1952 

151 

j 10. 7 

11.3 

1953 

202 

I 14.3 

11.4 
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The  follo^ving  Table  gives  the  EFANTILS  i.OHTALITY  RATE  per  1,000 
live  births  for  the  past  ten  years  compared  v/ith  the  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  and  the  Smaller  Tovn:s  in  the  Country 


Year 

Clitheroe 

England  and  Wales 

Smaller  Towns 

25,000  - 50,000 

1944 

28 

46 

44 

1945 

46 

46 

43 

1946 

16 

43 

37 

1947 

25 

41 

36 

1948 

37 

34 

32 

1949 

35 

32 

30 

1950 

21 

29.8 

29.4 

1951 

38 

29.6 

27.6 

1952 

25 

27.6 

25.8 

1955 

10 



26.8 

— 

24.3 

Average  1944  - 1953  - Clitheroe  28.1  Smaller  Tov/ns  32.9 

Total  Rate  x>€r  1 ,000 
population 

OTHER  INFAITT  Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 
DEATHS  Deaths  from  Y/. Cou^(all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

(under  2 years ) Nil 


The  following  Table  shows  the  causes  and  sex  distribution  of 
deaths  of  Clitheroe  residents  during  1953 


Cause  of  Death 

M 

P 

Total 

All  Causes  - Certified 

Uncertified 

92 

110 

202 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

> 

- 

JL03  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

Acute  Dolion^yelitis  

- 

- 

Xnx iLi.x0n2£L  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

1 

1 

iialignant  Neoplasms,  etc 

22 

12 

34 

Diabetes  

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  ystem  , . . 

6 

37 

43 

Heart  Disease  

34 

32 

66 

Other  Disease  of  the  Circulatory  System  . . . 

3 

5 

8 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

4 

4 

8 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. . . 

3 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

* 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  ani  Diarrhoea 

* 

... 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

3 

4 

rl-egnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  

Congenital.  Malformations 

- 

}lotor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

2 

3 

All  other  Accidents 

1 

1 

Saicide 

3 

2 

5 

All  Other  Causes  

9 

8 

17 

Totals 

92 

110 

202 
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B.  GENERAL  HiOVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 


A con^jrehensive  range  of  Services  is  maintained  hy  the  Local  Health 
Authority,  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  including  Ante  Natal  Clinic 
(with  classes  for  Exercises  and  Relaxation),  Child  r/'elfare  Clinic,  Elye 
and  Aural  Clinic,  and  other  School  iviedical  Services  - Medical  and  Dental. 

The  AICBULANCB  SERVICE  is  also  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council,  the  Station  being  situate  in  Princess  Avenue. 

GENERAL  HOSPITAL  SERVICES  are  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  in  Blackburn,  Accrington,  Preston  and  Burnley.  There  is  also  access, 
where  required,  to  Manchester',  Liverpool  and  other  Hospitals 

Provision  is  made  for  MATERNITY  CASES  at  Preston  Royad  Infirmary, 
Queens  Park  Hospital,  Blackburn,  and  BraiuLey  Meade,  Ydxalley,  and  for 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  at  Park  Lee  Hospital,  Blackburn. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES  The  Pathological  and  Bacteriological 
Departments  of  the  Blackburn  and  East  Lancashire  Royal  Infirmary  undertake 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  work  for  the  Borougli  in  accordance  with  the 
Government  Scheme  officially  carried  out  b3r  the  Manchester  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  This  Laboratory  is  also  used  by  the  General  Practitioners 
of  the  town. 

There  is  also  a Pathological  Clinic  in  the  tov/n,  weekly,  through  an 
arrangement  made  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Clitheroe  Nursing  Association. 

C.  PREVALENCE  A-D  COrH?ROL  OF  INFSGTICUS  DISEASES 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis,  is 
shown  in  the  following  Table,  which  includes  particulars  of  causes  notified, 
cases  removed  to  Hospital,  and  death  from  these  diseases.  Cases  of  the 
non-notifiable  minor  infectious  diseases  are  not  included. 


Cases  Notified 

'fotal 

Cases 

Notifiable 

Diseases 

Age  periods  - years 

Deaths 

removed 

to 

0-1 

1-5 

5-10 

CM 

I 

o 

25-65 

65  & 

over 

Hospital 

Smallpox 

•• 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever. . 

- 

16 

27 

10 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Measles, ....... 

2 

110 

92 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

’Vhooping  Cou^i. 

1 

10 

A 

— 

Ac.  Pneuraonia. . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

A 

- 

- 

Puerperal 
pyrexia. ...... 

. 

Polioniyelitis- 
Paral3rtic. .... 

1 

1 

N on-  Par  aly  t ic . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Acute 

Encephalitis, . 

1 

1 

Dysenter}’- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cphthalma-a 
Neonatorum. . . . 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning. 

— 

— 

- 

•• 

- 

— 

•• 

Totals. ..... 

3 

137 

125 

1A 

6 

5 

- 

11 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  Table  that  290  cases  of  notifiable 
disease  were  reported  during  the  year,  aii  increase  of  34  cases  on  the 
previous  year.  Of  this  total,  1 5 notifications  wei-e  in  respect  of  n/hoopinp: 
Cough  (53  in  1952),  2o6  in  respect  of  Measles  (I35  in  I952)  and  53  for 
Scarlet  Fever  (a  decrease  of  2 con^jared  v/ith  the  figure  for  1952).  There  ■ 
was  a considerable  decrease  in  V/hooping  CouS^^  as  compared  with  I952  but 
again  an  increase  in  cases  of  Measles. 

All  the  outbreaks  showed  the  cases  to  be  of  a fairly  mild  type  and  no 
deaths  resulted. 

One  case  of  Faral3rfcic  and  1 case  of  Ilon-taralytic  Polioiryelitis  were 
reported  during  I953.  Both  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  for  treatment 
and  made  a complete  recovery.  One  case  of  Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 
was  also  removed  to  Hospital. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  v/ere  reported  during  I953.  Since  I946  only 
one  case  of  this  disease  has  been  notified  (in  I932). 

The  following  Table  gives  the  con^arative  incidence  of  Infectious 
Disease,  including  Tuberculosis,  during  the  past  five  years 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  various  Sanatoria  under 
Regional  Hospital  Board  which  administers  the  general  Scheme.  Close 
liaison  is  still  maintained  beWeen  the  Board  and  the  local  lublic 
Health  Department. 

necessary  disinfections  foilo’.ving  these  cases  are  earried 
out  by  our  own  Department. 

nv  V follo^Ting  Table  shows  the  age  gr^up  incidence  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  notified,  and  the  deaths  from  this  disease  in  1953. 
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Age 

Nev/ 

Cases 

Deaths 

Periods 

Years 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

■ 

Respiratory 

Hon-Respiratory 

M,  P,  . 

M,  P, 

M,  F,  : 



L.  F’  .. 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10- 

1 

15- 

20- 

25- 

1 1 

- 

- 

- 

2 3 

1 

35- 

1 

— 

1 

— — 

45- 

2 

- - 

_ - 

_ _ 

55- 

65- 

75+ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

: 7 6 

13 

2 2 

4 

1 1 

2 

Nil 



It  will  be  seen  that  1 3 cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  v/ere 
notified  during  the  year.  This  is  an  increase  of  9 cases  over  the  previous 
year 

The  Table  below  gives  the  Death  Rates  for  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
in  the  Borough  and  the  Mministrative  County  of  Lancashire  for  the  years 
1945-"' 952  and,  for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales 


Year 

Death  Rate 

per  1 ,000  of  Population 

Clitheroe 

Lancashire 

England  and  Wales 

1943 

0.18 

0.41 

0,56 

1944 

0.45 

0.42 

0. 52 

1945 

0. 46 

0.38 

0. 52 

1946 

0.37 

0.39 

0.47 

"1947 

0.18 

0.38 

0.47 

1948 

0.25 

0.34 

0. 44 

1949 

0.16 

0.34 

0.40 

1950 

0.16 

0.28 

0.32 

1951 

0.17 

0.26 

0.28 

1952 

0.17 

0.20 

0.21 

kverage 
of  10 
Years 

0.25 

0.34 

0.42 

HEALTH  FlUSS 


Several  Organisations  which  meet  regularly  during  the  Td.nter  months 
again  took  advantage  of  the  offer  of  films,  these  arrangements  being  made 
throu^  the  Divisional  Health  Offices, 

The  County  Council  ibbile  Unit  ’which  presents  Health  Films  also 
visited  the  town  for  one  day  during  the  year. 
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PART  II 


E'NVIRON  MENTAL  HYGIENE 


1 .  SAIILTARY  CIRCTLMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 
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2.  HOUSING 
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1 . SAi^Ti^  circu><sta::ces  op  the  .asea 


WATER  SUPPU 


This  is  from  neighbouring  upland  sources  and  rioraially  is  of  a high 
degree  of  purity  and  adequate  at  the  source.  The  storage  capacity  of  the 
existing  reservoirs,  however,  is  not  sufficient,  aiid  during  the  spells  of 
dry  weather  this  lack  of  storage  gives  rise  to  some  a^nciety  and  calls  for 
econoED[>’-  measures  in  the  use  of  water. 

The  Local  Authority  is  rjiaking  every  effort  to  expedite  the  Borehole 
Scheme  to  tap  a subterranean  reservoir  and  tiius  augment  our  resources 
and  ensure  an  adequate  and  safe  supply  of  water  at  all  times.  Considerat- 
ion is  also  being  given  to  the  question  of  chlorination  and  filtration  of 
the  water  supply. 

WithjiDne  exception,  an  old  house  on  the  extrem  north  boundary  of  the 
town,  all  houses  have  a direct  supply  from  the  public  mains. 

WATER  SAJiFLING 


During  the  year  1 50  Bacteriological  Examinationc  and  one  Clieinical 
Anal3^sis  were  made  with  satisfactory  results  generally.  At  one  period 
during  the  year  animal  pollution  was  responsible  for  a series  of 
unsat  is  factor}^  bacteriological  sainples  v;hich  were  the  subject  of  a joint 
Report  to  the  Council  by  the  Kedical  Officer  of  Health  and  iTyself. 
Immediate  remedial  measures  vreve  carried  out  v.'-ith  good  effect  and 
later  samples  were  again  satisfactory/ 

DHAHTAGL  ATT)  SEsiAGE 


Hew  house  constrr.ction  called  for  some  extensioxiS  of  v/ater  mains 
arid  sewers  during  the  period  under  review. 

The  Council  has  given  lareliminary  consideration  to  the  question  of 
extensions  to  the  present  Sewage  Forks  and  a Sclioixc  is  to  be  prepared  by 
the  Council's  Consultants. 

SAIIITARY  ACCO!5:ODATiaT 


There  are  in  the  Borough  some  15  Pail  Closets,  1322  Faste  na.ter  or 
"Tipper "Closets,  2 Trough  Closets  ariB.  3,074  Preshv/ater  Closets. 

Bight  waste  water  closets  were  converted  to  the  fresh  water  system 
during  the  year. 

It  was  not  found  possible  during  1953  to  inaugurate  the  suggested 
coc^ehensive  schexne  of  conversion  of  the  reivairh-ng  padl  closets  and  the 
large  number  of  insanitary  v/aste  water  closets.  It  is  hoped,  hox.’ever, 
that  some  steps  will  be  taj.en  in  the  not  far  distant  future  towards  the 
abolition  of  this  unsatisfactory'’  sanitary  accoirtxxodation. 


RTVTF.3  AID  STREAI.S 


Ho  special  action  vras  called  for  during  the  year  in  respect  of  the 
pollution  of  rivers  and  streams. 

REFUSE  ILEOVAL  AI  D DISP03A.F 


The  follov/ing  is  a suia/ary  of  the  v/ork  done  in  the  removal  of  House 
and  Shop  Refuse,  etc  (excluding  salvage  loads)  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1955 


1 . House  and  Shop  Refuse  reinoved  to  the  Destru.ctor. . . . 

2.  Offal  i^hoved  from  the  Covernjxxent  Slaug^itcr-noaso.  . . 

3 llsh  axxd  Vegetable  Offal  removed  from  Trade 

xremises  and  Ihr]cet..  

4 -’ightsoil  from  Pail  Closets 


2,634  loads 
1 74  loads 

21 5 loads 
52  loads 


3,075  loads 
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The  total  weight  of  House  ajid  Shop  Refuse  (2,634  loads)  amounted  to 
3 348  tons  19  cvrts  3 d^rs. 

There  were  some  4^  682  dustbins  in  use  in  t he  Borough  area  at  the  end 
of  1953.  4 collection  frequency  of  one  v/-eek  is  aimed  at  but  it  was  not 
possible  to  consistently  imaintain  this  during  the  ^’•ear,  and  at  times  the 
period  was  extended  to  ten  or  twelve  days.  This  extended  period  inevitably 
followed  holidays  periods,  vehicle  brcaMowns  or  staff  shortages  during 
sickness  periods.  In  these  days  of  increasing  costs,  a town  such  as 
Clitheroe  cannot  carry  spare  staiff  and  rolling  stoclc  to  make  utj  such  loss 
of  time  due  to  causes  over  ’which  we  have  little  or  no  control.  Continued 
new  house  building  also  means  additional  irork  and  tlie  time  factor  is  again 
aggravated  in  the  modern  housing  estates  i^aere  the  la3?--out  of  houses  means 
greatly  increased  carrying  distances  for  the  dustman.  As  an  exaample  of  this, 
in  one  such  estate  the  carrying  distances  vary  from  30  yards  to  60  yards, 
and  when  it  is  realised  that  to  collect,  einpty  and  return  the  household  bin, 
the  dustmen  must  traverse  such  distances  at  least  four  times,  it  v/ill  be 
seen  that  the  time  lag  is  considerable  and  the  collection  speed  reduced. 

SALVAGE 

The  collection  of  salvage  material  continued  during  1953.  The 
improvement  in  the  waate  pajjer  market,  experienced  during  the  latter  part 
of  1952,  following  a serious  earlier  slump,  was  maintained  during  the 
period  under  review,  and  despite  the  fact  that  prices  never  reached  the 
previous  high  level  the  continued  salving  of  this  waste  iioaterial  proved 
worth  while,  and  no  difficult}^'  was  experienced  in  disposing  of  our  output. 

Kitchen  Waste,  w’hich  is  sent  for  processing  and  later  used  as  a 
foodstuff  for  pigs  and  -poultry,  ’//as  again  collected  from  comiiiinal  bins 
three  times  weekly  in  summer  and  tv'.d.ce  weekly  at  other  times.  Special 
attention  was  given  to  the  regular  changing  cleansing,  spraying  and 
painting  of  these  bins  so  as  to  obviate  nuisance.  The  sale  of  this  waste 
proved  to  be  our  biggest  source  of  income  during  the  year',  but  one  has 
grave  doubts  that  this  v/ill  continue  in  the  future.  The  demand  for  this 
food,  of  vital  importance  during  the  war  years  and  the  iiiuuediate  post-vvar 
period,  is  not  likely  to  continue  for  long  v/hen  far  superior  animal  feeding 
stuffs  are  available  at  a reasonable  price. 

The  following  Table  shov/s  the  total  weight  of  salvage  disposed  of,  and 
the  income  derived  therefrom,  during  the  year  ended  3''2t  December,  1953:- 


Amount 


Revenue 


iVia.ucxxq.-L 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

LBS. 

£ 

3 

D 

Baled  Destructor  Tins 

29. 

11. 

2. 

0. 

96 

3 

3 

T/aste  Paper 

51. 

2. 

1. 

0. 

247 

1 

10 

Textiles  

11. 

3. 

17. 

11 

2 

2 

Kitchen  Waate.  

173. 

11 . 

0. 

0. 

'654 

9 

1 

Ferrous  Metal  

5. 

14. 

3. 

0. 

12 

14 

0 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

6. 

0. 

0. 

8 

16 

8 

^0"t3.xS  • • • « • • 

260. 

17. 

1. 

17. 

1030 

7 

0 

SAlvTITARY  IHSPECTia:  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


}kimber  of  premises  visited 

Number  of  Nuisances  discovered  

Number  of  Nuisances  abated 

Number  of  House  Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts. . . 

Number  of  Re-inspections  

Number  of  Other  House  Inspections 

Number  of  Bakehouse  Insj^ections 

Number  of  Factory  Inspections  

Number  of  Visits  to  Pood  Shops  and  Stalls  

Number  of  Visits  to  Dairies  


2,974 

334 

326 

162 

26 

125 

57 

114 

274 

12 


13. 


i'Juniber  of  Visits  to  Government  Slaughterhouse 
Number  of  Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Shops. 

Number  of  Visits  under  Shops  Act 

Number  of  Visits  to  Infected  Houses  

Number  of  Visits  re  Works  in  Progress 

24iscellaneous  Visits  re  Complaints,  etc.  .. 

Number  •f  Houses  Disinfected 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfested 

Informal  Notices  served 

Statutory  Notices  served  


395 

65 

61 


558 

21 

2 

317 

3 


10\^EA3LE  DWELLEIGS  A^ID 
GA:.1PING  SITES. 

No  action  was  called  for  in  respect  of  moveable  dwellings  and 
can55ing  sites  during  the  year. 


SHOPS. 

Routine  inspection,  and  special  inspection  as  occasion  required, 
continued  during  the  year.  No  special  difficulties  were  encountered  during 
the  period  under  review, 

FACTCPJES. 

There  are  at  present  11  Non-Pov7er  and  128  Power  Factories,  a total 
of  139  premises,  on  the  Register  and  coming  within  the  purvieViT  of  the 
Factories  Acts, 

Inspection  during  the  year  proved  that  the  standard  generally  was 
satisfactory. 

In  one  case  attention  was  drawn  to  unsi.iitable  or  defective  sanitary 
acoonmodation,  and  in  three  cases  to  irant  of  cleanliness  of  v/alls,  etc. 

SCHOOLS. 

In  last  years 's  Report  attention  was  dravm  to  the  obsolete  sanitary 
accommodation  at  one  of  the’  Schools,  such  accomiiodation  giving  rise  to 
serious  nuisance. 

Representation  to  the  appropriate  Authority  resulted  in  the  sub- 
mission of  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  new  and  up-to-date  conveniences  and 
washing  facilities  at  this  scliool.  /ifter  considerable  delay  in  this  matter, 
preliminary  work  under  the  scheme  was  commenced^  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  in  the  near  future  this  school  v/ill  be  equipped  v/ith  modern  accomiaDdation, 

FJ3LIC  OOIIVINIEri’CSS. 

During  the  year,  a new  Convenience , for  females  was  erected  on  the 
Castle  Grounds.  This  nev7  building,  conqprising  tvro  ¥. C’s,  together  v/ith  v/ash- 
basin,  provides  the  necessary  sanitary  accoran'odation  to  the  Children's 
Playground.  A Public  Convenience  for  males,  in  close  proximity,  was  also 
thoroughly  reconditioned  and  modernised  during  the  year, 

OFFENSIVi:  TRADES. 

There  are  no  Offensive  Trades  established  in  the  Borough  Area. 
DISLrrSSTATION. 

During  1953  t^'/o  premises  were  found  to  be  irafested  v/-ith  vermin  and 
the  necessary  action  was  taken  for  their  disinfestation. 

■ 

ATMOSFHERIC  PCII;JTIC^L 


^ur  main  problem  in  Clitheroe  is  that  of  atircspheric  pollution  from 
fumes  and  dust  from  a Cement  VJbrl  s,  a Chemical  ¥ork3  and  a l^Jrge  Quarry  v/itii 
its  Stone-crushing  Plant,  and  constant  vigilance  is  called  for. 
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Close  cooperation  between  the  Local  Authority  and  the  owners  of  these 
''^orks  over  the  past  few  years  has  resulted  in  considerably  improved 
conditions,  and  the  "best  practicable  means"  to  minimise  nuisance  have 
been  taken  by  the  Firms  concerned.  It  can  be  stated  that  in  all  cases 
this  subject  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  constantly  being  reviewed  by 
them  with  a view  to  still  further  improvement. 

During  the  past  year  complaints  were  also  received  concerning 
emission. of  grit  from,  the  cupola  blast  furnace  of  a local  foundry. 
Following  representation  from  the  Department,  the  Firm  concerned  at 
once  agreed  to  instal  preventive  equipment  in  an  endeavour  to  obviate 
the  nuisance.  Such  equipment  w'as  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

RAG  FLOCK  AJ'.D  OTHER  FILLUJG 
MATERIALS  APT  , 1 93I 


Two  sets  of  premises  are  registered  in  accordance  with  this  Act. 

FET  AITIMALS  ACT  I95I 

Undep,  this  Act  one  licence  was  issued  during  the  year.  The  Firm  • 
cohcerned  was  very  co-operative  axid  always  ready  to  meet  the  dcj.iands  of 
the  Department's  officials  as  to  the  keeping  of  animals  on  their  premises. 

DEALERS  IH  QID  IIBTAL,  -ETC, 

In  accordance  with  Section  86  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Aiuendment) 
Act,  I9O7  six  dealers  are  registered  with  the  Health  Departm.ent . In  this 
matter  the  Department's  officials  are  to  co-operate  v/ith  the  Police 
Authority  when  necessary, 

RODENT  CONTROL 

A full-time  Operator,  under  the  control  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  is  emplo3'’ed  on  this  work.  Under  the  Schemie  the  ta\m  is 
divided  into  eight  sections  and  regular  tours  of  inspection  of  premises 
and  land  are  made  v/ithin  these  sections.  Complete  records  are  kept  of’  all 
infestations  found  and  treatments  carried  out.  One  test  baiting  and  two 
maintenance  treatments  of  the  tovm'  severs  v/ere  again  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

Several  refuse  tips  and  other  premises  were  treated  at  intervals 
on  behalf  of  the  Bowland  Rural  District  Council. 

The  degree  of  infestation  in  the  town,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
public  sev/ers,  has  been  considerably  reduced  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Scheme  some  ten  years  ago,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  or 
still  further  reduce  the  level  of  rodent  infestation.  Occupiers  of 
premises  have  continued  to  cooperate  with  the  Local  Authority  and  have 
reported  promptly  when  any  infestation  by  rats  or  mice  was  suspected.  It 
is  evident  that  the  General  FUblic  has  come  to  realise  that  rat  ajid  mice 
destruction  is  an  important  public  health  measure  as  well  as  an  economic 
necessity. 

The  following  Table  gives  a suiiimary  of  the  work  done  during  the 
year  under  review  :- 


Number  of 
Inspections 
of 

Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
found 
Infested 

I'kimber  of 
Treatments 
Carried 

Out 

Estimated 
: Kill  of 
Rats 

Cumulative  Total 
of  rats  killed 
ince  inception 
of  Service, 

1 .186 

51 

64 

1,131 

(Actual 
bodies 
. 287) 

12,907 

(actual  bodies 
recovered 
3,228) 
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CKIEF  SAT’ITARY  REQUIRE:  S'^TS  OF  TiS  DISTRICT 


1 The  provision  of  ivcrc  ne\7  Housing  Accor;iiiiodation. 

2.  The  abolition  of  sub-standard  housing  and  tho  re-conditioning 

of  other  properties. 

3.  The  conversion  to  the  fresh  v/ater  system  of  the  remaining  pail 
closets  and  the  large  number  of  v;aste  water  C-Losets. 

4.  The  provision  of  iriore  Public  Conveniences  of  a modern  type,  one 
of  v/hiclTi  should  be  centrally  situated  and  equipped  ;vitn 
facilities  for  v/ashing,  etc. 


HOUSING 


The  standard  of  Housing  generally  in  the  Borough  is  faii-ly  good 
but  there  are  several  sraall  areas  of  sub-standard  property  v^hich  call 
for  clearance,  and  some  200  single  and  back-to-back  houses  v/hich  call 
for  some  action  under  the  Housing  Acts.  The  Government  intends  to 
make  further  provision  for  the  clearance  and  re-development  of  areas 
of  unfit  housing  acconmiodation  in  the  near  future.  Provision  is  also 
to  be  made  for  securing  the  reconditiorJ.ng  and  maintenance  of  other 
house  property,  together  v/ith  new  po’vers  relating  to  land  and  to  rent 
control.  »Vhen  such  new  legislation  comes  into  force,  local  authorities 
will  again  be  able  to  take  positive  action  tov;ards  the  eradication  of 
the  urdesirable  houses  and  the  adequate  repair  and  reconditioning  of 
many  others  which,  at  the  present  tiiiie,  though  structurally  fairly 
sound,  lack  modern  amenities  such  as  baths,  hot  water  systems, 
electricity  and  efficient  heating  appliances.  A revision  of  the  Rents 
iwcts  is  nov;  envisaged  and  any  allov/ed  increases  v/hich  are  tied  to 
adequate  repair  and  xiiaintenance  works  should  ease  the  repair  position 
and  remove  some  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by  ' ublic  Health 
officers  in  their  endeavour  to  preserve  and  irapi-ove  ixany  properties. 

The  provision  of  still  irore-  new  houses  is  called  for,  not  only 
to  make  good  the  sxiortage  of  accor.ariodation  as  evidenced  by  the 
Council's  list  of  applicants,  but  to  provide  nevv  :iouses  for  replaced 
persons  \vhen  slum  clearance  is  resumed. 

During  1953,  48  traditional  houses  and  24  Plats  v/ere  completed 
by  the  Borough  Council  and  two  by  private  persons,  a total  of  74 
dwellings  for  the  year.  A further  90  houses  and  bungalows  vTere  in  course 
of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  the  Low  Lbor,  Hayhurst  Street, 
Bawdlands  and  Henthorn  Sites.  The  erection  of  a further  40  houses  on 
the  Ha^'’hurst  Street  Site  was  contemplated. 

No  cases  of  Overcrov/ding  were  brougrit  to  notice  during  the  year 
and  no  reliable  statistics  can  be  given  at  present  unless  a 
comprehensive  survey  is  made. 

No  Schemes  of  "In^xrovement " have  been  undertaken  during  1953 
under  Fart  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949* 

HDUSE^G  STATISTICS 

Nuxdber  of  Houses  erected  during  the  year 74 

Number  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  90 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 154 

I'o.  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation...  3 

No.  of  other  houses  found  not  to  be  in  e.11  respects 

fit  for  human  habitation 48 

No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  iii  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  L.A  or  their  officers 31 

No.  of  houses  against  v/hich  statutorj*-  action  was  taken 

v/ith  a view  to  closure  as  d\7ellings.  ...  3 

No.  of  cases  of  Cvercro'wding  relieved  duriiig  the  year.  . Nil 
I-o.  of  Schemes  submitted  under  Housing  Act,  I949.  ••• 
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r:spECTiON  /iiro  suPERvisiai  of  pood 


miK  SUPPLY 


The  Local  /authority  is  responsible  for  lailk  distribution  and  the 
supervision  of  Dairymen  only,  the  inspection  of  farms,  co./sheds,  etc.  being 
the  responsibility  of  the  I.iinistry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Three  sets  of  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  as  Dairies. 

Routine  inspection  of  these  premises  proved  them  to  be  satisfactorily 
maintained  during  the  year. 

Five  Dealers'  Licences  for  the  sale  of  "Tuberculin  Tested  "l.'iilk  and  one 
for  the  sale  of  "Pasteurised"  Fiilk  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Ten  samples  of  milk  v/ere  forv/arded  to  the  Laboratory  at  Blackburn 
Royal  Infirmary  for  boilogical  tests  for  Tuberculosis  and  one  of  these 
samples  gave  a positive  result.  The  source  of  production  in  this  latter  case 
was  a fann  in  the  Rural  District,  This  matter  v/as  at  once  reported  to  the 
Divisional  Veterinary  Department . of  the  1/LLnistry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  and,  follov/ing  veterinary  inspections  and  tests,  two  animals  v/ere 
later  seized  and  removed  under  the -Tuberculosis  Order,  1938.  Action  was  also 
taken  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Filk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  aJ^d  all  milk  from  this  farra  was  sent  for  Pasteurisation. 

Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
Test  and  all  were  considered  satisfactory, 

tfflAT  A'lD  OTHER  POODS 


During  1953,  the  Public  i\battoir  ivas  still  used  a.s  a Government  Centre 
for  the  slaugjitering  and  distribution  of  meat  for  the  area  comprising  the 
■Borough  and  the  Clitheroe  and  Bowland  Rural  Districts.  This  centralisation 
greatly  facilitated  the  work  of  supervision  and  inspection  of  the  meat 
supplies . 


Tov/ards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  announcement  was  made  of  the 
Government's  intention  to  bring  to  an  end  the  meat  and  livestock  control 
during  the  sujruaer  of  1954*  On  the  date  of  such  decontrol  the  Public  Abattoir 
will  again  come  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Local.  Authority  and  the 
question  of  future  user  of  the  Abattoir  will  call  for  review. 

The  Scheme  of  reconditioning  and  modernisation  of  the  Public  Abattoir 
v/as  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  follov/ing  shov/s  the  aj'iiount  of  food  condemned  aiid  removed  from  the 
food  supnly  during  the  year  ended  3"lst  December,  1953 


BFFF 

21  Carcases,, 9 >7^9  IBs, 

6 Forequarters.,. 69O  lbs. 

Carcase  Parts 684  lbs. 

Liver  Triiimaings 6,205  lbs. 

24  Tails 47  lbs. 

217  Lites  & 60  Melts.,..  2,062  lbs, 

MUTTON 

43  Carcases 1,630  lbs. 

18  Sheep  Plucks., 75  IBs. 

Frozen  Livers....,,.  10  lbs, 

PORK 

12  Pig  Carcases........  1,103  lbs. 

Carcase  Parts,...,.,  55  lbs. 

VEAL 

37  Calf  Carcases 1,497  lbs. 


100  Heads  & Tongues..  2,692  lbs. 

Beef  Fat 896  lbs. 

43  Skirts 87  IBs, 

35  Hear-ts, 123  IBs. 

Udder. 1 ,009  IBs. 

Bruised  Beef 213  IBs. 

Pirozen  Beef. .....  335  IBs. 

Carcase  Parts....  57  IBs. 
48  Heads  S:  Plucks. . . 393  lbs. 

61  7 Sheep  Livers ■1>095  IBs. 

75  Rig  Plucks 440  IBs. 

23  Pig  -Heads 342  lbs. 


37  Heads  A Plucks...  258  lbs. 

2 Calf  Livers......  6 lbs. 


OTHER  POODS 


Canned  ^^iled  Hai'a. . . J,l^2  lbs.  Canned  Tongue...  90  lbs  Canned  Soup.  6 tins 
Canned  ^Ik. . 26  tins.  Canned  J’ish. . 22  tins  Caniied  Pruit...  352  tins. 
Canned  egetables.  . 72  tins  Canned  l.ieat  18  tins  Butter...  6lbs 
Canned  Corned  Beef.  . . 12  lbs.  ;.ssorted  Foods. . 12  jars  Fruit. . . ’ 5 jars 
Custard  Bov/der. . 1 tin.  Pressed  Beef..  12  lbs.  Pargarine. . 36  lbs. 

•^*ssorted  Foods...  36  pkts.  Sauce..  7 bottles. 

_ Under  Section  li,  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1035,  16  preivdses  are 
registered  for  the  preparation  and  iMufacture  of  sausages  or  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  meat  foods  intended  for  sale.  Fifty-one 
premises  are  also  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Four  ha’./’kers  of  food  and  their  prerdses  are  registered  under 
Section  I4  of  the  Lancashire  County  County  Council  (General  Pov/ers')  Act 

1951. 

Copies  of  the  Byelaxrs  under  Section  1 5 of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
1938  have  been  supplied  to  all  food  shops  and  stalls  in  the  Borough. 

ITotices  requesting  customers  not  to  bring  dogs  into  food  shops  are 
displayed  in  most  premdses.  The  significance  of  such  a notice,  as  one 
practical  step  towards  a higher  standard  of  hj^giene,  is  appreciated  by 
traders  and  customers  generally. 

Routine  inspections,  and  special  inspections  nhen  called  for,  are 
carried  cut  in  respect  of  food  shops  and  stalls  ai'.d  food  preparing 

premises  generally  vdiere,  in  these  days,  higii  standards  of  food  hygiene 
are  vital.  ^ 

^he  aim  of  lublic  Health  /nthorities  and  their  officers  is  to 
ej^re  that  the  Public  has  food  that  offers  no  danger  to  health  - food 
that  can  be  accepted  at  face  value  - and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the 
pressed  Pood  and  D^-ugs  (ijnendx.ient ) Bill  no'v  under  consideration 
additional  powers  will  be  given  to  Local  Authorities  and  a more 
^alistic  approach  made  to  this  subject  of  Food  r:i>^ciene.  Rules  and 
egulations,  however,  never  have  been,  aid  never  vnill  be,  a substitute 
for  continuing  care  and  interest  on  the  part  of  every  food  handler  - 
and  it  cust  be  remembered  that  at  one  tii^e  or  another  every  one  of  us 
is  a food  handler. 

The  best  equipped  prenases  and  up-to-date  equipment,  both  very 

useless  if  the  human  element  fails  to  realise  the  danger 
of  xoolish  and  caroisss  food  handling.  In  the  field  of  cleaii  and  safe 
TOd,  it  is  essential  that  the  iav;-  is  backed  by  Public  Opinion.  Lleiiibers  s 
of  tne  General  Riblic  can  play  a part  in  this  ca:.ipaign.  It  is  v^ell  to  to 
remember  that  the  Public  usually  gets  what  it  demands. 
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MEAT  CARCASES  INSPECTED  iJD  CONDEl'IJED 


Cattle 

Including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed. 

1 ,091 

275 

4,687 

939 

Number  Inspected  ... 

1 ,091 

275 

4,687 

939 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

^Vhole  carcases 

condemned  ... 

17 

37 

43 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

403 

2 

641 

45 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B.  ... 

38.5^ 

14.2fo 

14. 6^ 

5.^c 

Tuberculosis  only 

IThole  carcases 

condemned  ... 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

5 . 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some 
part  or  organ,  was 
condemned  ... 

188 

Nil 

Nil 

33 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B... 

17.  6>o 

Nil 

Nil 

4*  0^ 

